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PENIS  TONE!  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Penistone  Rural  District  Council, 


Gentlemen , 

I  Den  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  t  he  year  19V-!-* 

I  must  confess  that  I  feel  somewhat  diffident  about  this  task 
as  my  own  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  made 
in  the  middle  of  that  year  and  as  ray  immediate  predecessor 
was  a  man  whose  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  this  district 
was  so  full,  and  whose  concern  for  its  welfare  was  so  deep. 


The  year  10AA  witnessed  no  severe  epidemic  and  the 
general  level  of  health  was  maintained  at  a  high  le^el.  The 


prospect  of  an  early  ending  to 


the  war 

X.  ■ 


kept  the  morale 


the  people  high  and  relatively  little  absenteeism  from 


of 

work 


was  noticed^ 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TH 


DISTRICT. 


m: 


Populations-  In  the  report 
has  been  customary  to  point  out  that  t he  a rea 


ox 


pr edecesso r s  it 
of  the  District 


is  16,258  acres,  and 
This  is  no  doubt  familiar  to  you.  _  ^  . 

The  population  of  the  seven  Parishes  of  the  District 

Thurgoland,  Silkstone,  Cawthorne ,  Oxspring,  Hunshelf ,Lan  rsett 
an  h  ,Ki  h  Ho  viand  -  has  been  estimated  for  statistical  purposes 
oy  me' Registrar-General  at  6,252. 

In  view  of  the  high  level  of  production  necessitated 
for  the  war  effort,  and  the  direction  of  labour  imposed  by 


that  a  large  part  of  it  is  moorland, 


the  Ministry  of  Labour  ana  Rational 
was  virtually  unknown  durin,  19-4-9 • 


Service ,  unemployment 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


at 


The  number  of  houses  in 
a  figure  which  gives  A. 0 


the  District  is  estimated 
as  the 


1572?  a  figure  which  gives  A. 0  as  the  average  number  of 
occupants  r>er  bouse.  Actually  however,  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  overcrowding  in  certain  bouses,  and  the 
general  condition  of  the  buildings,  in  view  of  deferred  or 
prohibited  repairs,  is  in  many  instances  deplorable. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year 
was  l^O;  Males  60,  females  JOi  legitimate  125,  illegitimate 
5.  This  gives  a  birthrate  of  20.8  per  thousand,  which  though 
greater  than  that  of  England  and  Vales  as  a  whole  (17.6  per 
thousand)  is  almost  equal  to  the  figure  given  for  the  smaller 
towns  of  Britain  (20. 9  per  thousand) 

The  number  of  deaths  (corrected  for  inward  and  out¬ 


ward  transfers)  which  occured  during  the  year  was  75*  1Tiales 
p2,  females  A3*  This  gives  a  deathrate  of  12.0  per  thousand 
as  compared  with  11.6  per  thousand  for  England  and  Vales  as 
a  whole.  Four  deaths  occured  in  children  under  the  age  of 
1  year  -  an  infantile  mortality  of  38* 8 ; none  of  these  four 
was  illegitimate.  Almost  one  half  of  the  deaths  registered 
occured  in  persons  of  JO  years  or  upwards. 

The  deaths  outside  the  District  occured  in  the 
Kirkburton,  Wakefield,  Sheffield,  Barnsley,  Huddersfield, 
Knaresbor ough  and  Penistone  Urban  Districts. 


INFECT IOU 3  D I SEA  SE S , 


During  the  year  the  District  as  a  whole  experienced 
no  severe  epidemic  and  the  cases  notified  -  3 7  in  all  - 
were  mainly  sporadic  in  incedonce.  They  are  subdivided 
as  follows 


Whooping  Gough 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
Measles 


18 

15 


cases „ 

ti 


3 


1 


11 

u 


r- 


I 


I 


The  three  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  constitute 
a  black  spot  in  this  report,  and  may  presage  a  further  rise 
in  the  incedence  df  this  dread  disease,  owing  to  the  priv¬ 
ations  to  which  the  population  is  subject  as  a  result;  ,of 
the  "■'hr.  Accommodation  in  sanatoria  for  cases  notified  is 
grossly  inadequate  with 
receive  until  the  lapse 


the  result  that  e  arly  cases  foil  to 
of  some  months  after  diagnosis 


attention  and  institutional  treatment  which 
if  they  are  to  have  a  chance  of  a  permanent 


ae 

is  so  necessary 
cure  . 


VENEREAL  DISEASES o 

These  appear  to  be  non-existent  amongst  the 
permanent  resident  population  of  the  Rural  ‘District. 

Bye-laws  &  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District 
relate  to  the  following’.- 

Cleansing  of  Footways  adopted  1909 

Scavenging  1  1909 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ”  July  1905 

Common  Lodging  Houses  51  Maly  1909 

New  Streets  &  Buildings  "  1917 

Slaughter  Houses.  ;i  19 09 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  sources  of  supply  are  deep  bore-holes ,  deep 
springs  and  uplands  surface  collecting  areas.  Distri ouuion 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  the 
Barnsley  Corporal, ion  and  the  Sheffield  Corporation* 

One  chemical  and  one  bacteriological  examination 
made  during  the  year  showed  the  supply  to  no  satisfactory 


Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  war 


the  absence  of  new  building,  no  extensions 
system  were  made  during  the  yea.  . 

At  the  earliest  opportunity  supplies  should  be 
extended  to  parts  of  C-reen  Moor  and  Bird  Lane,  Thub^olamd 


nnc!  of  course  to 
to  the  existing 


SEWERAGE, 


Apart  from  modest  extensions  to  the 
at  Roughbir chworth  Cottages,  Oxspring,  the  system 
status  quo  as  at  the  begitRing  of  the  year. 

Extensions  of  the  severs  at  Hood  G-roen 


is 


svs Gem 
in  the 


disposal  works  at  Dunford,  Crowedge,  Carlecotes 
and  Old  Mill,  Thurgoland  are  especially  needed. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


and  new 
I n gb ire  hw  or  t h 


We  regret  to  have  to  admit  that  we  are  very  much 
in  the  dark  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  Milk  Supply* 
There  are  200  cowkeepers  i  n  the  District,  of  whom  120  are 
registered,  of  their  95®  cowsheds,  50  were  inspected  during 
the  year  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sanitary  Officer  the 
structual  conditions,  the  degree  of  cleanliness  and  the 
methods  of  production  and  handling  of  the  milk  are  below 
standard  in  all  respects.  Unfortunately,  no  samples  of 
milk  wore  tested  physically  or  bacteriologically.  -‘here 
is,  however,  no  known  instance  of  disease  attributed  to 
milk  during  19AA-* 

Number  of  Licenses  in  force  in  the  Area  for  the 
Production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 

”  ”  Accredited  Milk  15 

In  respect  of  Pasteurising  Plants  None. 


* 


. 


This  is  dealt  with  in  9  private  slaughter  Rouses, 
one  of  which  is  r  egistered,  and  t he  other  8  licensed, 

NUISANCE  INSPECTION ,  SCAVENGING,  ETC . 

For  details  of  these  matters  I  Peg  to  refer  you  to 
the  appended  Table  C. 


I  am,  Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Servant. 

LIONEL  Bo  HARRIS. 


St.  Johns, 
'NiSTOiTE. 
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